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Mission 
Johnston County Schools will foster a flame for learning 
within each child that will last a lifetime.  To achieve this 
mission, we will improve continually our services of 
education and meet our community’s requirements for 
quality. 
 
Vision 
Empowering all students to become successful in a global 
society. 
 
Four Oaks Middle School Administrative Staff 
Principal – Tol Avery 
Assistant Principal – Sarah Lewis 
Assistant Principal Intern – Terry Reason 
School Counselors – Debbie Woodard/Heather Carr 
Secretary – Amy Evans 
Data Manager – Carolyn Reaves 
Alternative Learning Center – Hilda Knight 
Receptionist – DeAnna Haley 
Media Coordinator – Emily Vann 
Athletic Director – Mike Winters 
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FOMS MISSION STATEMENT 
Recognizing the uniqueness of young adolescents, the Four Oaks 
Middle School community provides students the opportunities, 
resources, and environment to reach high academic standards and to 
become lifelong learners and productive responsible citizens in a 
changing global society. 

 
NON-DISCRIMINATORY STATEMENT 

Employees or students of Johnston County Schools who feel that they 

 have been discriminated against because of their gender, race, age,  
or handicapping condition should contact: 

D. Ross Renfrow 

Johnston County Schools 

P. O. Box 1336 

Smithfield, NC 27577 

919-934-6031 

Declaracion No-Discriminatoria 

Los empleados o estidiantes de las Escuelas 

del Condado de Johnston que sienten que han sido discriminados a causa  
de su sexo, raza, edad o condicion de discapacidad deben comunicarse 

con: 
D. Ross Renfrow 

Johnston County Schools 

P. O. Box 1336 

Smithfield, NC 27577 

919-934-6031 

 

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT  
At the end of each nine weeks, students in grades 6-8 receiving A's and 
B's and S on conduct shall be recognized as being on the Johnston 
County Academic Achievement List.  A recognition celebration is held 
to honor these students along with their names being published in local 
newspapers.  An academic awards program for each grade level is held 
at the end of the year to recognize student accomplishments.  Students 
who participate in sports and maintain a 90 average during a specific 
sport season are recognized as Scholar Athletes. 
 

ACCIDENTS AND INJURIES  
Any student who is injured during the school day or at school-sponsored 
activities is to notify a teacher or coach immediately.  An accident form 
will be completed by the teacher supervising the activity and then filed 
in the office.  Parents will receive a copy of the form from their child. 
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AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 
Many students remain after school on a regular basis to participate in 
the school’s extracurricular programs.  Only those students directly 
involved with these activities and supervised by a teacher may stay after 
school.   
 
Students are expected to follow all school rules and regulations when 
participating in any event, on or off the Four Oaks Middle School 
campus, when representing FOMS.  At all times, school rules and 
jurisdiction still apply. 
 
Students must be counted present on the day of the event in order to 
attend any after school function.  When a student has been suspended 
from school, he/she may not take part in any school activities, as a 
participant or as a spectator.   

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Announcements will be made every morning and near the end of the 
day.  Students are expected to listen closely to all announcements and 
to inform parents, if applicable. 

 
ASSEMBLIES 

Assemblies will be scheduled periodically throughout the year by 
various classes and organizations.  Students are expected to exhibit 
appropriate behavior. 

 
ATHLETICS 

Four Oaks Middle School offers the following athletic teams:  
basketball, baseball, softball, volleyball, track, soccer, and cheerleading 
for students in the 6th, 7th and 8th grades.  Only 7th and 8th graders may 
participate in football per county guidelines.  All interscholastic 
athletics are conducted according to the state rules and regulations 
published in the North Carolina High School Athletic Association 
Handbook and the Johnston County Middle School’s Athletic 
Conference.  These regulations are the minimum standards and are kept 
up-to-date through quarterly meetings with the principal, athletic 
director and coaches. 
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In order to be eligible for participation in middle school athletic 
programs, a student must have at least a 77 average during the previous 
grading period.  The student must also have been promoted at the end 
of the previous school year.   A student shall not participate on a team 
if he/she becomes 15 years of age on or before August 1 of said school 
year.   
 
A student suspended out-of-school is not eligible to participate in any 
event during the suspension.  On the day that a student is assigned ISS, 
because of discipline problems, the student is not eligible to play or 
practice in a scheduled athletic event. 
 
Participating on an athletic team is a privilege and student –athletes 
are expected to conduct themselves in a way that brings honor to 
themselves and FOMS. 

 
ATTENDANCE/TARDY POLICY 

Johnston County Board of Education Policy states that all students must 
be present for a minimum of 91% of all class meetings to receive credit 
for a course during any grading period. * If unexcused absences from 
class exceed four per nine weeks, eight per semester or 16 per year, 
the maximum grade a student may receive for the grading period is 
F or 59, regardless of the reasons for the absences.  The principal 
may waive the 91% requirement in extremely unusual circumstances.   
 
In the event of absences, tardiness, or early check out, it shall be the 
responsibility of the student to bring a note to attendance personnel 
in the main office.  The note must be signed by the parent or guardian 
giving the reason for absences, tardiness, or early check out, and also be 
presented the first day back to main office before class begins in the 
morning.  If a note is not returned within two days, it will be recorded 
as unexcused. 
 
In order to be counted present, a student must be in attendance until 
11:50 a.m.   However, students are expected to attend each class period 
daily and attendance is recorded for each class.  If a student comes in 
during the day, he/she must be first signed in at the main office by a 
parent/guardian; then he/she will receive an admit slip.  It is the 
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responsibility of the student to make up all work missed due to an 
absence.   
 
Admit slips should be presented to teachers at the beginning of the 
period(s) which they were absent. 
 
EXCUSED ABSENCES 
Illness of student- doctor’s note required 

Medical or dental appointment 

Death in immediate family 

Quarantine by order of JC Health Dept. 

Religious holidays 

Court summons 

Immediate demands of the home which, in opinion of the principal, 
merits absences. 

 
Absences which, in the opinion of the principal, have an educational 
value as great as that received during an equal amount of time in school 
(not to exceed one family sponsored trip per year) may be permitted.  
The parent or guardian should submit a written request explaining 
the reason, purpose, or educational value expected, two weeks prior 
to departure.  The principal will approve or disapprove the request.   
 
Parents are encouraged to schedule doctor and dentist appointments 
after school.  In the event of an excused absence, a student shall be 
entitled to twice the number of days absent to make up for full credit of 
all work, including tests missed during such absences, as arranged by 
the student at the convenience of the teacher. 
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ARRIVAL POLICY 
Students should not arrive on campus no earlier than 7:55 A.M.   
 
TARDIES 
Students will be counted tardy at 8:20 am. Students who arrive late 
should report directly to the office to receive a tardy slip. 
 
* Two unexcused tardies to a class will constitute an absence in that 
class. Students who are repeatedly tardy to school may face 
disciplinary actions. 
 

EARLY DEPARTURE  
If a student is to leave school during the school day, a parent or guardian 
must come in to sign the student out and present proper identification.  
The student will then be called to the main office.  No teacher may 
release a student without permission from the main office.  Once a 
student arrives on campus in the mornings, he/she will remain at school 
until dismissed.  Afternoon arrangements for pickup/car riders shall 
be made no later than 3:00 pm to pick up a student.  In order to 
maintain student safety and relieve traffic congestion, students 
cannot be signed out after 3:00 pm. 
 

REBOUND 
Students will attend Rebound if they have 5 or more absences in any 
class.  Two periods in Rebound during power will constitute one day of 
makeup for an absence.  Rebound time will also be used for missing 
assignments.  Once Rebound is completed, the student will receive the 
original grade in that subject area/class. 

 
   BETA CLUB ELIGIBILITY  
Students must have no lower than a 90 average for two consecutive nine 
weeks and an overall conduct of “S” in all subjects on the report card in 
order to be eligible for membership in the Beta Club.  Meeting this 
academic standard does not automatically guarantee entrance into the 
organization.  Once a student is inducted into an honor organization, the 
student must maintain a 90 overall average with an “S” on conduct in 
all subject areas on the report card. 
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BEHAVIOR GUIDELINES 
It is essential that we maintain a safe and orderly environment for 
teaching and learning at Four Oaks Middle. Students are expected to 
learn to be responsible for and accept the consequences of their 
behavior.  The Johnston County Schools’ Code of Student Conduct 
governs student behavior along with the school Behavior Matrix and 
grade level expectations.  
 
Students shall comply with the CODE OF STUDENT CONDUCT 
policy as established by the Johnston County School System, as well as 
state and federal laws, school board policies, and local school rules 
governing student conduct and behavior.  Students shall comply with 
the directions of principals, assistant principals, teachers, substitute 
teachers, student teachers, teacher assistants, bus drivers, and all other 
school personnel who are authorized to give such directions, during any 
period of time when they are subject to the authority of such school 
personnel. 
 
In School Suspension (ISS) is used to discipline students as an 
alternative to out-of-school suspension.  ISS provides a very restricted, 
non-social school environment.  Students will be counted present and 
will be given credit for all work completed.  Students are expected to 
complete all work assigned by teachers or the ISS supervisor.  Students 
not following ISS rules or completing assigned work may be assigned 
to serve extra days in ISS.   Students who are assigned to ISS repeatedly 
during a nine weeks may be subject to more stringent disciplinary 
procedures. 
  
Out-of-school suspension or expulsion will be used after all other means 
of control have failed.  When students are out-of-school suspended, they 
will not be allowed on any Johnston County Schools' campus or 
property for any reason at any time during the suspension. 

 
BUSES 

Bus transportation is a privilege provided for students who follow bus 
rules.   Students who fail to follow these rules will be referred to the 
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office.  Disciplinary action may include removing the student from the 
bus.  Repeated violations may result in the student being removed from 
the bus for the remainder of the year. 
 
Students will be assigned to a bus by the administration.  If a student 
must ride a bus other than the one to which he or she is assigned, a note 
signed by the parent must be presented to the administration for 
approval.  If approved, the student is responsible for giving this note to 
the bus driver.  If a student is going home with another student a note 
from each students’ parents is required.  These notes must be presented 
in the office upon arrival for approval before the students are to be 
dismissed from school. 
 
Drivers are not allowed to pick up or discharge students not assigned to 
their bus unless approved by the administration. 
 

CAFETERIA 
Good manners are expected at all times.  Students will walk quietly to 
and from the cafeteria on the right hand side of the hallway. Students 
should not talk in the food serving line. Students will go through the line 
one time only. Once seated, students must remain seated in assigned 
areas.  Charges are not allowed.  Students are notified of their account 
balance daily and are given the opportunity to call home for lunch 
money.  Students who do not have adequate funds to cover their lunch 
will be charged their regular lunch price.  These lunches are then 
charged to the school.  Students will be responsible for reimbursing the 
school for the outstanding amount of a regular priced lunch on the next 
school day following the charge.   
 
All food and drinks must be consumed in the cafeteria.  Restroom 
privileges will be given prior to or upon leaving the cafeteria with the 
teacher’s supervision. 
 
Students are responsible for the cleanliness of the cafeteria and 
courteous behavior.  This means leaving their eating areas clean.  
Cooperation from every student is needed to keep the cafeteria and 
school looking its best. 
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CLOSING OR DELAY OF SCHOOL 
Closing, delay of school, or early dismissal may be necessary due to 
weather or other emergency situations.  Such variations in the schedule 
will be announced on local television and radio stations.  Parents with 
current phone numbers on file will be notified by a Connect-Ed 
message.  PLEASE DO NOT CALL THE SCHOOL OR THE 
SUPERINTENDENT’S OFFICE.  STAY TUNED TO LOCAL 
RADIO AND TV STATIONS FOR MORE INFORMATION. 
 

COUNSELORS 
Students may speak to a counselor upon request.  Students may also be 
referred to the counselor by friends, parents, or teachers by either telling 
the counselor or a telephone call. 

 
GIFTS SENT TO SCHOOL 

Balloons, flowers, and other cumbersome items may not be transported 
home on school buses.  Other arrangements should be made in advance.  
Students who receive such items will be notified and may pick up the 
item at the end of the school day. 
 

Four Oaks Middle 
Grading and Homework Policy 

1. Students will not receive lower than a 55 as a nine weeks 
grade.  This includes Exploratory Classes. 

2. Student grades will be based on mastery of curriculum skills 
rather than process grades such as behavioral or responsibility 
issues (examples: talking, not following directions, not returning 
progress reports, etc). 

3. Principal will review teacher grading policies and syllabi. 
4. Each nine weeks, there will be no less than 10 grades in core 

classes and elective classes. 
5. Zeros or missed assignments will not be tolerated from 

students.  Students who are absent will receive time to make up 
missed work as defined by JCS policy.   

6. A student has two days to make up homework/class work 
assignments (not including time for excused absences). 
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Homework/classroom assignments not completed after 2 school 
days will receive a zero.   

7. On progress reports, students will receive a zero for missing 
assignments to be averaged into the grade so that students are 
aware of missing assignments.  Teachers will use EXEMPT if it 
is not possible to make up an assignment.  EXEMPT means the 
assignment does not affect the student’s grade.  

8. Progress reports will be sent out at least twice each nine weeks.  
9. Grading policies will be common across all grade 

levels.   Grading Scale: 
A    90-100        Conduct grades will be assigned as follows: 
B    80-89            S - Satisfactory 
C    70-79            N - Needs Improvement 
D    60-69            U - Unsatisfactory 
F    59 and below 

 
HALL PASSES 

Students are not allowed in the halls during class periods without a pass.  
He/she should obtain permission from their teacher and have a signed 
hall pass or agenda. 

 
INTERNET GUIDELINES 

Computers, internet access, and other technology will be made available 
for approved educational uses.  Access is a privilege that will be denied 
if used inappropriately.  Abuse will result in suspensions of privileges 
and/or disciplinary action. 
 

LOCKERS  
Student lockers are school property.  Students are assigned lockers by 
their teachers and are expected to assume full responsibility for the 
security of their lockers.  Periodic inspections of lockers may be 
conducted by school authorities for any reason at any time without 
notice, without student consent, and without a search warrant. 
 

MEDICATIONS 
Parents must take their child’s prescribed or over-the-counter 
medications to the main office when arriving at school.  The staff and 
faculty cannot administer any medication, including over-the-counter 
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medications (JCBE Policy No. 930) to any student without a 
medication form signed by a doctor. (Forms are available in the office.) 
 

PARENT COMMUNICATION 
Standard communication includes 4 report cards and at least 4 progress 
reports.  Other methods that may be used include monthly 
parent/student calendar, student agendas, sending home school work to 
be signed, phone calls, hand-written notes, student work folders, email 
messages, teacher web pages, school website, school marquee, FOMS 
Facebook page or FOMS Twitter account. 
 
Parents are encouraged to visit with the teachers and administrators and 
schedule conferences as needed.  Please call the school at  
963-4022 to arrange a conference that will meet your specific needs.     

 
PERSONAL PROPERTY 

Any electronic devices or games, skateboards, cards, etc., or any other 
items that are distractions, not owned by FOMS, are not to be brought 
to school or on the bus.  The administration will not be responsible 
for the security of these items nor the safety of those who bring or use 
them.  If cell phones are brought to school, they must be kept in the 
student’s locker.  If cell phones or any of the above electronic 
devices are out during the day, the teacher will take the item and 
the parent will be contacted.   
 

PHONE 
The office phones may be used for illnesses or similar emergencies 
only.  If a student is sick or an emergency arises, the student may report 
to the main office to use the phone if accompanied by a pass.  Excessive 
use of office phone may result in a loss of privilege with contact being 
made via office staff.  Acts of irresponsibility will not warrant phone 
use.  Classroom phones are for teacher use only. 
 

LOCAL PROMOTION STANDARDS 
In order to be promoted to the next grade level, a student should: 

1. Pass three of the four core academic subjects of Language Arts, 
Math, Science, and Social Studies. 

2. Have an overall average, including electives, of 60 weighting the 
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courses based on the amount of time spent in the course. 
 
Grade placement is the responsibility of the principal.  Local retention 
decisions in grades K-8 shall be made by the principal with input from 
the Responsiveness to Instruction Team, the teacher, and the parent.   

 
REPORT CARDS AND PROGRESS REPORTS 

Report Card Dates:   November 9, 2017 
 February 5, 2018 
 April 16, 2018 
 June 7, 2018 
 
Progress Reports: September 27, 2017 October 17, 2017 
 December 13, 2017 January 16, 2018  
 February 28, 2018 March 15, 2018  
 May 9, 2018 
  
All progress reports and report cards must be signed by a parent 
and returned to the appropriate teacher. 

 
STUDENT ACTIVITIES 

Several clubs, organizations, and activities have been established to 
reflect the interests of Four Oaks Middle School students.  Activities 
may include Beta Club, Student Government Association, Battle of the 
Books, Math Counts, Spelling Bee, Showcase of Stars, Theater, 
Cardinals for Christ and Yearbook Staff.  Sponsors will announce 
meeting dates and times.  These activities, along with athletics, are an 
integral part of the total educational program and students are 
encouraged to participate. 

 
VISITORS 

Parents and other interested citizens are encouraged to visit the school.  
However, in the interest of a safe and orderly learning environment, 
visitors are required to check in with the office upon entrance to the 
campus to obtain a visitor pass.  No student should be on campus of 
another school in Johnston County during the day without the 
knowledge and consent of the officials of the school he/she is visiting. 
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Four Oaks Middle School Behavior Matrix 
 

EXPECTATIONS  BE  RESPECTFUL BE SAFE BE RESPONSIBLE 

CAFETERIA  

Keep hands, feet and 
objects to yourself.  
Follow adult directions. 
Use inside voices 

Walk in single file.  
Quiet in serving line.  
Remain seated 

Be prepared.  Make 
good choices. Keep 
your area clean. 

HALLWAY  

Keep hands, feet and 
objects to self.  Follow 
adult directions.  Use 
inside voices. 

Walk facing forward, 
single file, and to the 
right. Give others proper 
space. 

Follow directions. 
Walk quietly. Return to 
class promptly 
 

CLASSROOM 

Keep hands, feet, and 
objects to self.  Follow 
adult directions.  Work 
together 

Use materials properly. 
Help keep room clean.  
Resolve conflict quickly 
and peacefully. 

Come prepared.  Be on 
time. Listen for 
instructions.  Keep a 
good attitude and give 
your best. 

RESTROOMS 

Keep hands, feet, and 
objects to self.  Honor 
privacy.  Clean up after 
self 

Keep restrooms clean.  
Wash your hands. Take 
turns. Uses equipment 
properly 

Report problems. 
 

MEDIA CENTER  

Keep hands, feet and 
objects to self.  Line up 
at first signal.  Enter 
media center in an 
orderly, quiet fashion.  
Share materials.  Use 
polite language. Printing 
only by approval. 

Use internet only with 
approval by parent, 
teacher, and media 
personnel.  Use 
equipment for intended 
purposes only.  Stay in 
approved areas. 

Wait patiently.  Be a 
problem solver. 
 

ASSEMBLIES 
Be an active listener.  
Applaud appropriately to 
show appreciation 

Walk, enter and exit 
gym in a quiet, orderly 
manner.  Use steps 
instead of bleachers. 

Raise your hand to 
share.  Keep comments 
and questions on topic. 
 

CAR RIDERS 

Keep hands, feet, and 
objects to self.   Follow 
staff instructions.  Use 
quiet voices 

Be alert.  Stay under 
covered walkways.  
Cross traffic with an 
adult. 

Be prompt.  Be ready 
for your ride. 

BUSES 
Keep hands, feet, and 
objects to self.   Follow 
staff instructions. 

Load buses quickly and 
orderly.  Stay seated.  
Follow bus procedures 
and rules.  Use quiet 
voices. 

Report problems. 

EMERGENCY 
SITUATIONS  

Keep hands, feet, and 
objects to self.   Follow 
staff instructions. 

Stay together. Help each other. 

 


