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GRADES SIX-EIGHT  

TEACHING & LEARNING STANDARDS 
 

This brochure provides an overview of the Grades 6-8 teaching and learning standards based on the North Carolina Standard Course of                     
Study. Each section will provide you with a greater understanding of what your child will be learning in English/Language Arts,                    
mathematics, science, social studies, healthful living, and career and technical education. Advanced English/Language Arts and Advanced                
Math classes explore the standards in greater depth. Math I and English I are high school credit courses offered in 8th grade. It is important                         
to note that students may also have instruction in art, music, and in some cases, world language. For more information, please go to                       
http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/  

 
You are an essential part of your child’s total school program. Your involvement at home, as well as in school activities, will help to make                         
your child’s middle school experience successful. 
 

Johnston County Public Schools 
Vision, Mission, and Core Values | Notice of Non-Discrimination 

 
It is the policy of Johnston County Public Schools that no employee nor student shall be discriminated against in any manner on account of,                        
or because of race, color, gender, age, religion, national origin, political affiliation, marital status, parental status, genetic information or                   
disability in its program or activities. Johnston County Public Schools also provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated                     
youth groups. 
 

The Johnston County Public School District offers classes in Career and Technical Education (CTE) program areas under its open admissions                    
policy. Lack of English language proficiency will not be a barrier to admission and participation in Career and Technical Education                    
programs. 
 
Complaints of any of the above discrimination acts should be reported to the Principal of the school. The Principal shall address the concerns                       
of the complaint. If the matter is not resolved through a written response by the Principal, the grievance may be appealed to the                       
Superintendent or his Designee pursuant to Board Policy 4300. If the complainant is not satisfied with the Superintendent’s response, the                    
complainant may appeal to the Johnston County School Board of Education pursuant to Board Policy 4300. 
The Johnston County Public Schools will provide a free appropriate public education to each qualified student with a disability in accordance                     
with federal law and regulations. The non-discrimination policy includes, but is not limited to, benefits of participation in district programs                    
and activities, including extracurricular activities. A student with a disability who seeks to participate in an extracurricular activity may be                    
entitled to an accommodation in trying out for or participating in that activity and the Board’s Section 504 procedures apply to any situations                       
where a request for accommodation is made. 
The following person has been designated to handle inquiries from employees regarding the non-discrimination policies:  
Dolores Gill, Chief of Staff and Communication 
P.O. Box 1336, Smithfield, NC 27577 
Phone: 919-934-6031 
 
The following person has been designated to handle inquiries from parents and/or students regarding the non-discrimination policies: 
Faitha Batten, Executive Director of Federal Programs 
P.O. Box 1336, Smithfield, NC 27577 
Phone: 919-934-6031 
 
For further information on notice of non-discrimination, contact the following OCR enforcement office, which serves North Carolina: 
Washington DC (Metro), Office for Civil Rights 
U.S. Department of Education  
400 Maryland Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20202-1475 
Phone: 202-453-6020, FAX: 202-453-6021, TDD: 877-521-2172 
Email: OCR.DC@ed.gov, Or contact OCR headquarters at 1-800-421-3481 

http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/
https://www.johnston.k12.nc.us/vision
https://www.johnston.k12.nc.us/notice
https://boardpolicyonline.com/bl/?b=johnston#&&hs=157521
mailto:OCR.DC@ed.gov


OVERVIEW OF THE SIXTH GRADE STANDARDS 

English/Language Arts Standard Course of Study 

Reading: Literature 

Key Ideas and Details 

• Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly            

as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

• Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed              

through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from           

personal opinions or judgments. 

• Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of             

episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot             

moves toward a resolution. 

Craft and Structure 

• Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text;              

analyze the impact of a specific word choices on meaning and tone. 

• Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into           

the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the             

theme, setting, or plot. 

• Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or             

speaker in a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

• Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or           

poem to listening to or viewing an audio, video, or live version of the              

text, including contrasting what they “see” and “hear” when reading the           

text to what they perceive when they listen or watch. 

• Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres in terms of their             

approaches to similar themes and topics. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

• By the end of the year, read and understand literature, within the grades             

6–8 text complexity band proficiently and independently for sustained         

periods of time; Connect prior knowledge and experiences to text. 

Reading: Informational Text 

Key Ideas and Details 

• Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly            

as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

• Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through             

particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal           

opinions or judgments. 

• Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced,            

illustrated, and elaborated in a text. 

Craft and Structure 

• Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,              

analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning. 

• Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits          

into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of             

the ideas. 

• Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain             

how it is conveyed in the text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

• Integrate information presented in different media or formats, including         

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words to develop a coherent            

understanding of a topic or issue. 

• Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text,           

distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from          

claims that are not. 

• Compare and contrast one author’s presentation of events with that 

of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the same 

person). 

 

 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

• By the end of the year, read and understand informational texts within            

6-8 text complexity band proficiently and independently for sustained         

periods of time; connect prior knowledge and experiences to text.  

Speaking and Listening 

Comprehension and Collaboration 

• Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one,         

in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics,           

texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own           

clearly. 

• Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats and         

explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study. 

• Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing        

claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that           

are not. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

• Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using         

pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or          

themes; adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks. 

• Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to         

clarify information. 

Writing 

Text Types and Purposes 

• Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant          

evidence. 

• Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey         

ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization,        

and analysis of relevant content. 

• Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events          

using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-        

structured event sequences. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

• Use digital tools and resources to produce and publish writing as well            

as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient word          

processing skills.  

• Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,         

organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

• With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and           

strengthen writing as needed by revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a           

new approach, with consideration to task, purpose, and audience. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

• Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on          

several sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. 

• Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources;         

assess the credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data            

and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and providing         

basic bibliographic information for sources. 

Language 

Conventions of Standard English 

• Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 

and usage when writing or speaking; Demonstrate proficiency within the 

6-8 grammar continuum 

• Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing; demonstrate 

proficiency within the 6-8 conventions continuum. 

Knowledge of Language 

• Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 

reading, or listening. 

 



Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

• Determine and/or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning         

words and phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing           

flexibly from a range of strategies: context clues, word parts, word           

relationships, and reference materials. 

• Demonstrate understanding of figurative language and nuances in word 

meanings. 

• Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and        

domain-specific words and phrases; develop vocabulary knowledge       

when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or          

expression. 

 

Mathematics Standard Course of Study 

Ratios and Ratios and Proportional 

Relationships 

• Understand ratio concepts and use ratio reasoning to solve problems. 

The Number System 

• Apply and extend previous understandings of multiplication and division 

to divide fractions by fractions. 

• Compute fluently with multi-digit numbers and find common factors and 

multiples. 

• Apply and extend previous understandings of numbers to the system of 

rational numbers. 

Expressions and Equations 

• Apply and extend previous understandings of arithmetic to algebraic 

expressions. 

• Reason about and solve one-variable equations. 

• Reason about one variable inequalities. 

• Represent and analyze quantitative relationships between dependent 

and independent variables. 

Geometry 

• Solve real-world and mathematical problems involving area, surface 

area, and volume. 

Statistics and Probability 

• Develop understanding of statistical variability. 

• Summarize and describe distributions. 

 

Science Essential Standards 

Forces and Motion 

• Understand the properties of waves and the wavelike property of energy 

in earthquakes, light and sound waves. 

Matter: Properties and Change 

• Understand the structure, classifications and physical properties of 

matter. 

Energy: Conservation and Transfer 

• Understand characteristics of energy transfer and interactions of matter 

and energy. 

Earth in the Universe 

• Understand the earth/moon/sun system, and the properties, structures 

and predictable motions of celestial bodies in the Universe. 

Earth Systems, Structures and Processes 

• Understand the structure of the earth and how interactions of 

constructive and destructive forces have resulted in changes in the 

surface of the Earth over time and the effects of the lithosphere on 

humans. 

Structures and Functions of Living Organisms 

• Understand the structures, processes and behaviors of plants that 

enable them to survive and reproduce. 

Ecosystems 

• Understand the flow of energy through ecosystems and the responses 

of populations to the biotic and abiotic factors in their environment. 

 

Social Studies Essential 

Standards  

History 

• Use historical thinking to understand the emergence, expansion and 

decline of civilizations, societies and regions over time. 

• Understand the political, economic and/or social significance of 

historical events, issues, individuals and cultural groups. 
Geography and Environmental Literacy 

• Understand geographic factors that influenced the emergence, 

expansion and decline of civilizations, societies and regions over time 

(i.e. Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas). 

• Apply the tools of a geographer to understand the emergence, 

expansion and decline of civilizations, societies and regions. 

Economics and Financial Literacy 

• Understand how the physical environment and human interaction 

affected the economic activities of various civilizations, societies and 

regions. 

Civics and Governance 

• Understand the development of government in various civilizations, 

societies and regions. 

Culture 

• Explain how the behaviors and practices of individuals and groups 

influenced societies, civilizations and regions. 

 

Healthful Living Essential Standards  

Mental and Emotional Health 

• Apply structured thinking (decision making and goal setting) to benefit 

emotional well-being. 

• Analyze the potential outcome of positive stress management 

techniques. 

• Analyze the relationship between healthy expression of emotions, 

mental health, and healthy behavior. 

Personal and Consumer Health 

• Understand wellness, disease prevention, and recognition of 

symptoms. 

• Analyze health information and products. 

• Analyze measures necessary to protect the environment. 

Interpersonal Communication and Relationships 

• Understand healthy and effective interpersonal communication and 

relationships. 

• Apply strategies and skills for developing and maintaining healthy 

relationships. 

• Understand the changes that occur during puberty and adolescence. 

Nutrition and Physical Activity 

• Analyze tools such as Dietary Guidelines and Food Facts Label as 

they relate to the planning of healthy nutrition and fitness. 

• Apply strategies to consume a variety of nutrient dense foods and 

beverages in moderation. 

• Apply lifelong nutrition and health-related fitness concepts to enhance 

quality of life. 

Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drugs 

• Analyze influences that use alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs. 

• Understand the health risks associated with alcohol, tobacco, and other 

drug use. 

• Apply risk reduction behaviors to protect self and others from alcohol, 

tobacco, and other drug 



 

OVERVIEW OF THE SEVENTH GRADE STANDARDS 

English/Language Arts Standard Course of Study 

Reading: Literature 

Key Ideas and Details 

• Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the            

text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

• Determine a theme of a text and analyze its development over the            

course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text. 

• Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact. 

Craft and Structure 

• Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text;              

analyze the impact of a rhymes and repetitions of sounds on meaning            

and tone in a specific line or section of literary work. 

• Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s (or other literary genre’s) form or            

structure contributes to its meaning. 

• Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the perspectives of          

different characters in a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

• Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio,            

filmed, staged, or multimedia version, analyzing the effects of         

techniques unique to each medium. 

• Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character            

and a historical account of the same period as a means of            

understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

• By the end of the year, read and understand literature within the grades             

6–8 text complexity band proficiently and independently for sustained         

periods of time; Connect prior knowledge and experiences to text. 

Reading: Informational Text 

Key Ideas and Details 

• Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the            

text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

• Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their            

development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary           

of the text. 

• Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a          

text. 

Craft and Structure 

• Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,              

analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 

• Analyze the structure an author used to organize a text, including how            

the major sections contribute to the whole and to the development of the             

ideas. 

• Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze             

how the author distinguishes his or her position from that of others. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

• Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or multimedia version of             

a text, analyzing each medium’s portrayal of the subject.  

• Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text,           

assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant           

and sufficient to support the claims. 

• Analyze how two or more authors writing about the same topic shape 

their presentations of key information by emphasizing different evidence 

or advancing different interpretations of facts. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

• By the end of the year, read and understand informational texts within            

6-8 text complexity band proficiently and independently for sustained         

periods of time; connect prior knowledge and experiences to text.  

Speaking and Listening  

Comprehension and Collaboration 

• Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one,         

in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics,           

texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own           

clearly. 

• Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse          

media and formats and explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or             

issue under study. 

• Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the         

soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of the           

evidence.  

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

• Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused,          

coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and        

examples; adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks. 

• Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to         

clarify claims and findings and emphasize salient points. 

Writing 

Text Types and Purposes 

• Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant          

evidence. 

• Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey         

ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization,        

and analysis of relevant content. 

• Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events          

using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-        

structured event sequences. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

• Use digital tools and resources to produce and publish writing, link to            

and cite sources, and to interact and collaborate with others.  

• Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,         

organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

• With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and           

strengthen writing as needed by revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a           

new approach, with consideration to task, purpose, and audience. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

• Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on          

several sources and generating additional related, focused questions        

for further research and investigation. 

• Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources,         

using search terms effectively; assess the credibility of each source;          

and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while           

avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

Language 

Conventions of Standard English 

• Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 

and usage when writing or speaking; demonstrate proficiency within the 

6-8 grammar continuum 

• Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing; demonstrate 

proficiency within the 6-8 conventions continuum. 

Knowledge of Language 

• Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 

reading, or listening. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

• Determine and/or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning         

words and phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing           

flexibly from a range of strategies: context clues, word parts, word           

relationships, and reference materials. 

• Demonstrate understanding of figurative language and nuances in word 

meanings. 

 



• Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and        

domain-specific words and phrases; develop vocabulary knowledge       

when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or          

expression. 

 

Mathematics Standard Course of Study  

Ratios and Proportional Relationships 

• Analyze proportional relationships and use them to solve real-world and 

mathematical problems. 

The Number System 

• Apply and extend previous understandings of operations with fractions 

to add, subtract, multiply, and divide rational numbers.  

Expressions and Equations 

• Use properties of operations to generate equivalent expressions.  

• Solve real-world and mathematical problems involving numerical and 

algebraic expressions, equations, and inequalities.  

Geometry 

• Draw, construct, and describe geometrical figures and describe the 

relationships between them. 

• Solve real-world and mathematical problems involving area, surface 

area, and volume. 

Statistics and Probability 

• Use random sampling to draw inferences about a population. 

• Make informal inferences to compare two populations. 

• Investigate chance processes and develop, use, and evaluate probability 

models. 

 

Science Essential Standards 

Forces and Motion 

• Understand motions, the effects of forces on motion and the graphical 

representations of motion, 

Energy: Conservation and Transfer 

• Understand forms of energy, energy transfer and transformation and 

conservation in mechanical systems. 

Earth Systems, Structures and Processes 

• Understand how the cycling of matter (water and gases) in and out of 

the atmosphere relates to Earth’s atmosphere, weather and climate and 

the effects of the atmosphere on humans.  

Structures and Functions of Living Organisms 

• Understand the processes, structures and functions of living organisms 

that enable them to survive, reproduce and carry out the basic 

functions of life. 

Evolution and Genetics 

• Understand the relationships of the mechanisms of cellular 

reproduction, patterns of inheritance and external factors to potential 

variation among offspring.  

 

Social Studies Essential Standards  

History 

• Use historical thinking to analyze various modern societies. 

• Understand the implications of global interactions. 

Geography and Environmental Literacy 

• Understand how geography, demographic trends, and environmental 

conditions shape modern societies and regions. 

• Apply the tools of a geographer to understand the modern societies 

and regions. 

Economics and Financial Literacy 

• Understand the economic activities of modern societies and regions. 

Civics and Governance 

• Understand the development of government in modern societies and 

regions.  

Culture 

• Understand how cultural values influence relationships between 

individuals, groups and political entities in modern societies and 

regions. 

 

Healthful Living Essential Standards  

Mental and Emotional Health 

• Analyze the relationship between healthy expression of emotions, 

mental health, and healthy behavior. 

• Evaluate positive stress management strategies. 

• Apply help-seeking strategies for depression and mental disorders. 

Personal and Consumer Health 

• Understand wellness, disease prevention, and recognition of 

symptoms. 

• Analyze the immune system in terms of organs, their functions, and 

their interrelationships. 

• Evaluate health information and products. 

• Analyze necessary steps to prevent and respond to unintentional injury. 

Interpersonal Communication and Relationships 

• Understand healthy and effective interpersonal communication and 

relationships. 

• Remember abstinence from sexual activity outside of marriage as a 

positive choice for young people. 

• Apply strategies that develop and maintain reproductive and sexual 

health. 

Nutrition and Physical Activity 

• Apply tools (MyPlate, Food Facts Label) to plan and employ healthy 

and nutrition and fitness. 

• Apply strategies to consume a variety of nutrient dense foods and 

beverages in moderation. 

• Analyze the relationship of nutrition, fitness, and healthy weight 

management to the prevention of diseases such as diabetes, obesity, 

cardiovascular diseases, and eating disorders. 

• Apply lifelong nutrition and health-related fitness concepts to enhance 

quality of life. 

Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drugs 

• Understand the health risks associated with alcohol, tobacco, and other 

drug use. 

• Apply risk reduction behaviors to protect self and others from alcohol, 

tobacco, and other drug use. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 OVERVIEW OF THE EIGHTH GRADE STANDARDS 

 

English/Language Arts Standard Course of Study Reading: Literature 

Key Ideas and Details 

• Cite textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what           

the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

• Determine a theme of a text and analyze its development over the text;             

analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone,           

including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

• Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze            

how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and            

style. 

• Analyze how differences in the perspectives of the characters and the           

audience or reader create such effects as suspense and humor. 

Craft and Structure 

• Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a             

course of the text, including its relationships to characters, setting, and           

plot; provide an objective summary of the text. 

• Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama             

propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

• Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story or              

drama stays faithful to or departs from the text or script, evaluating the             

choices made by the director or actors. 

• Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of            

events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious          

works, including describing how the material is rendered new. 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

• By the end of the year, read and understand literature at the high end,              

within the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently and         

independently for sustained periods of time; Connect prior knowledge         

and experiences to text. 

Reading: Informational Text 

Key Ideas and Details 

• Cite textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what           

the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

• Determine a central idea of a text and analyze their development over            

the course of the text; including its relationships to supporting ideas;           

provide an objective summary of the text. 

• Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between          

individuals, ideas, or events. 

Craft and Structure 

• Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,              

analyze the impact of a specific word choices on meaning and tone,            

including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

• Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including             

the role of particular sentences in developing and refining a key           

concept. 

• Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze             

how the author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or          

viewpoints. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

• Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums         

to present a particular topic or idea.  

• Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text,           

assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant           

and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 

• Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information 

on the same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of 

fact or interpretation. 

 

 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

• By the end of the year, read and understand informational texts at the             

high end of the 6-8 text complexity band proficiently and independently           

for sustained periods of time; connect prior knowledge and         

experiences to text.   

Speaking and Listening  

Comprehension and Collaboration 

• Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one,         

in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics,           

texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own           

clearly. 

• Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and          

formats and evaluate the motives behind its presentation. 

• Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the         

soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of the           

evidence, and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

• Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused,          

coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and         

well-chosen details; adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks. 

• Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify         

information, strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest. 

Writing 

Text Types and Purposes 

• Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant          

evidence. 

• Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey         

ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization,        

and analysis of relevant content. 

• Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events          

using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-        

structured event sequences. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

• Use digital tools and resources to produce and publish writing and           

present the relationships between information and ideas efficiently as         

well as to interact and collaborate with others.  

• Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,         

organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

• With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and           

strengthen writing as needed by revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a           

new approach, with consideration to task, purpose, and audience. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

• Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a          

self-generated question), drawing on several sources and generating        

additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of          

exploration. 

• Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources         

using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of          

each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of           

others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for          

citation. 

Language 

Conventions of Standard English 

• Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 

and usage when writing or speaking; demonstrate proficiency within the 

6-8 grammar continuum. 

• Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing; demonstrate 

proficiency within the 6-8 conventions continuum. 

 



Knowledge of Language 

• Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 

reading, or listening. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

• Determine and/or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning         

words and phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing           

flexibly from a range of strategies: context clues, word parts, word           

relationships, and reference materials. 

• Demonstrate understanding of figurative language and nuances in word 

meanings. 

• Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and        

domain-specific words and phrases; develop vocabulary knowledge       

when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or          

expression. 

 

Mathematics Standard Course of Study 

The Number System 

• Know that there are numbers that are not rational, and approximate 

them by rational numbers.  

Expressions and Equations 

• Work with radicals and integer exponents.  

• Analyze and solve linear equations and inequalities. 

• Analyze and solve pairs of simultaneous linear equations. 

Functions  

• Define, evaluate, and compare functions. 

• Use functions to model relationships between quantities. 

Geometry 

• Understand congruence and similarity using physical models, 

transparencies, or geometry software. 

• Analyze angle relationships. 

• Understand and apply the Pythagorean Theorem. 

• Solve real-world and mathematical problems involving cylinders, cones, 

and spheres.  

Statistics and Probability 

• Investigate patterns of association in bivariate data. 

 

Science Essential Standards  

Matter:  Properties and Change 

• Understand the properties of matter and changes that occur when 

matter interacts in an open and closed container. 

Energy: Conservation and Transfer 

• Explain the environmental implications associated with the various 

methods of obtaining, managing, and using energy resources. 

Earth Systems, Structures and Processes 

• Understand the hydrosphere and the impact of humans on local 

systems and the effects of the hydrosphere on humans. 

Earth History 

• Understand the history of Earth and its life forms based on evidence of 

change recorded in fossil records and landforms. 

Structures and Functions of Living Things 

• Understand the hazards caused by agents of diseases that affect living 

organisms. 

• Understand how biotechnology is used to affect living organisms. 

Ecosystems 

• Understand how organisms interact with and respond to the biotic and 

abiotic components of their environment. 

Evolution and Genetics 

• Understand the evolution of organisms and landforms based on 

evidence, theories, and processes that impact the Earth over time. 

 

 

Molecular Biology 

• Understand the composition of various substances as it relates to their 

ability to serve as a source of energy and building materials for growth 

and repair of organisms. 

 

Social Studies Essential Standards 

History 

• Apply historical thinking to understand the creation and development of 

North Carolina and the United States. 

• Understand the ways in which conflict, compromise and negotiation 

have shared North Carolina and the United States. 

• Understand the factors that contribute to change and continuity in 

North Carolina and the United States. 

Geography and Environmental Literacy 

• Understand the geographic factors that influenced North Carolina and 

the United States. 

Economics and Financial Literacy 

• Understand the economic activities of North Carolina and the United 

States. 

Civics and Governance 

• Analyze how democratic ideals shaped government in North Carolina 

and the United States. 

• Understand the role that citizen participation plays in societal change. 

Culture 

• Understand how different cultures influenced North Carolina and the 

United States. 

 

Healthful Living Essential Standards 

Mental and Emotional Health 

• Create positive stress management strategies. 

• Evaluate how structured thinking (decision making, problem solving, 

goal setting) benefits emotional well-being. 

• Apply help-seeking strategies for depression and mental disorders. 

Personal and Consumer Health 

• Understand wellness, disease prevention, and recognition of 

symptoms. 

• Evaluate health information and products. 

• Analyze measures necessary to protect the environment. 

• Analyze necessary steps to prevent and respond to unintentional injury. 

Interpersonal Communication and Relationships 

• Understand healthy and effective interpersonal communication and 

relationships. 

• Remember that abstinence from sexual activity outside of marriage 

means a positive choice for young people. 

• Analyze strategies that develop and maintain reproductive and sexual 

health. 

Nutrition and Physical Activity 

• Apply tools (Body Mass Index, Dietary Guidelines) to plan healthy 

nutrition and fitness. 

• Create strategies to consume a variety of nutrient dense foods and 

beverages in moderation. 

• Analyze the relationship of nutrition, fitness, and healthy weight 

management to the prevention of diseases such as diabetes, obesity, 

cardiovascular diseases, and eating disorders. 

• Analyze plans for lifelong nutrition and health-related fitness to 

enhance quality of life. 

Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drugs 

• Analyze influences related to alcohol, tobacco, and other drug use and 

avoidance. 

• Understand the health risks associated with alcohol, tobacco, and other 

drug use. 



• Apply risk reduction behaviors to protect self and others from alcohol, 

tobacco, and other drug use. 

 

Grades 6-8 Arts Education Essential Standards 

Visual Arts 

Visual Literacy 

• Use the language of visual arts to communicate effectively. 

• Apply creative and critical thinking skills to artistic expression. 

• Create art using a variety of tools, media, and processes, safely 

and appropriately. 

Contextual Relevancy 

• Understand the global, historical, societal, and cultural contexts of 

the visual arts. 

• Understand the interdisciplinary connections and life applications 

of the visual arts. 

Critical Response 

• Use critical analysis to generate responses to a variety of 

prompts. 

 

Music & Band 

Musical Literacy 

• Applying the elements of music and musical techniques in order 

to sing and play music with accuracy and expression. 

• Interpret the sound and symbol systems of music. 

• Create music using a variety of sound and notational sources. 

Musical Response 

• Understand the interacting elements to respond to music and 

music performances. 

Contextual Relevancy 

• Understand global, interdisciplinary, and 21st
 century connections 

with music. 

 

Grades 6-8 Career and Technical Education Essential Standards  

 

The Johnston County Public Schools system offers courses in Career and 

Technical Education for students in middle school and offers students the 

opportunity to explore careers. Career Development opportunities expand in 

middle school. Students begin to refine their understanding of careers and 

self as their career goals become more specific and they begin to make 

important decisions about high school.  Xello is a tool that is used to support 

student growth and career development. (Spanish version)  

 

The Career and Technical Education courses are offered in many different 

program areas. All programs may not be offered at each middle school. 

 

Agriculture Education 

● Exploring Animal and Plant Science 

● Exploring Food and Agricultural Products 

● Exploring Agriculture Issues 

 

Business, Finance, and Marketing Education 

● Keyboarding and Basic Word Processing 

● Exploring Microsoft Office 

● Exploring Business & Entrepreneurship 

● Computer Science Discoveries 

● Exploring Economic Systems 

● Exploring Business Activities, Procedures, and Leadership 

 
Family and Consumer Sciences Education 

● Exploring Nutrition & Wellness 

● Exploring Interpersonal Relationships & Childcare 

● Exploring Personal Finance & Hospitality 

 

Health Science Education 

● Fundamentals of Biotechnology 

● Introduction to Biotechnology 

● Biotechnology & Healthcare 

 

Technology Engineering Design Education 

● Technology Engineering & Design 6th 

● Technology Engineering & Design 7th 

● Technology Engineering & Design 8th 

● Project Lead the Way 

 

Project Lead the Way Gateway 

● Design & Modeling 

● Automation & Robotics  

● App Creator 

 

Digital Learning Standards (click here for complete details) 

  
Empowered Learner Students leverage technology to take an active role            

in choosing, achieving and demonstrating competency in their learning         

goals, informed by the learning sciences.  
 

Digital Citizen Students recognize the rights, responsibilities and 

opportunities of living, learning and working in an interconnected digital 

world, and they act and model in ways that are safe, legal and ethical.  
 

Knowledge Constructor Students critically curate a variety of resources 

using digital tools to construct knowledge, produce creative artifacts and 

make meaningful learning experiences for themselves and others. 
 

Innovative Designer Students use a variety of technologies within a design 

process to identify and solve problems by creating new, useful or imaginative 

solutions.  
 

Computational Thinker Students develop and employ strategies for 

understanding and solving problems in ways that leverage the power of 

technological methods to develop and test solutions 
 

Creative Communicator Students communicate clearly and express 

themselves creatively for a variety of purposes using the platforms, tools, 

styles, formats and digital media appropriate to their goals.  
 

Global Collaborator Students use digital tools to broaden their 

perspectives and enrich their learning by collaborating with others and 

working effectively in teams locally and globally.  
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https://xello.mcoutput.com/117047/Introducing%20Xello%20to%20Parents%20-%20English.pdf
https://xello.mcoutput.com/117049/Introducing%20Xello%20to%20Parents%20-%20Spanish.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rYrqR0rgwJ-f2K3EJai_aLFw2SeV25TS_WUL7CKnnL4/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HvSIut4z3AR59zPGNmV8aQARZcL3GK03GH2HWEtR5aw/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EYVljzBJ18yK2wI34Tp0iOE-O-foTXdUNCPujxRsYnE/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cqUD-mjJHp-b-b3jyaOd8wHbf65vpHFgdjTHulyYXXE/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uQ3gW5tcKfxhzS6Cy_VlBfvXUSGvdqjZvlxkieUYA1U/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nUBxYak1Vs2ihKlD0iljjfV4zqap50v7pwoIDJU7jDM/view?usp=sharing
https://id.iste.org/docs/Standards-Resources/iste-standards_students-2016_one-sheet_final.pdf?sfvrsn=0.23432948779836327
http://www.johnston.k12.nc.us/

